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The Honourable Kerry Sanderson, chair of WA
Parks Foundation officially opened Spring into
Parks 2021 – an initiative which encourages
Western Australians to spend more time outdoors
each Spring, and Mark Webb, Director General
of DBCA spoke about the rich history and
achievements of the Tree Top Walk and also
honoured long time staff member and Assistant
Manager Daniel Webb who is retiring after more
than 20 years valuable service at the Tree Top
Walk. Only one more thing was needed to get the
Locals turned out in great numbers to visit, to
celebrate, to reminisce, and to soak up the mild party started…CAKE…and a giant one at that!
Out came a wonderful replica of the original
spring weather in a most stunning setting, the
Valley of the Giants. The smell of fresh food and giant tingle, complete with an EH Holden parked
coffee greeted patrons as they entered the event inside – only this tingle was as tasty as it was
tall, and the Holden was edible too!
space. Families gathered, children chalked
pictures on the pavement and old friends
swapped stories of the Valley of the Giants from 11am and one of the most anticipated items on
the programme was underway – a Journey into
years gone by. The day was off to a great start.
the Giants with Gary Muir and Walpole Primary.
After a brief and ever enthusiastic start, Gary led
MC Grandma Tingle (aka Liz Jack) kicked
the crowd down the pathway, and back in time,
things off in her usual effervescent way, and
introduced a wonderful Welcome to Country by to the place where the Tree Top Walk story first
began. A little timber hut in a picturesque setting
Elder Dr Mark Webb and Menang man Larry
which overlooks the original site, only a few
Blight.
meters from the famous giant tingle that we all
know from the photos, or from first-hand
experience! Gary told the story of that
famous tree, and how families and tourists
had come for generations to visit, to park
their car inside, to have a picnic and to
connect with nature. He told of the day in
1990 when that famous tree collapsed,
mid photo, with an English couple inside
running to escape. It was the end of a giant
The Valley of the Giants Tree Top Walk shone
brightly on Sunday. 25 years on and the tourism
icon remains as spectacular as the day it opened!
The trees are a little taller, the girths slightly
wider, and some of the familiar faces a little
older, but the community spirit that plays such an
important role in showcasing our region to the
world is just as warm and welcoming as it has
always been.
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that was loved to death, and it was the catalyst
for the Tree Top Walk.
Dr Syd Shea, then Executive Director of CALM,
pondered what to do to protect the Valley of the
Giants. How could the site welcome hundreds of
thousands of visitors per year, whilst keeping
them up off the root systems of these fragile
giants? The answer was, of course, a Tree Top
Walk! A competition was launched to find a
design team. Strict criteria required the design to
create as little disturbance to the environment as
possible, and to minimise the long-term impact
of visitors on the surrounding forest. 25 years
later it is clear that the Tree Top Walk is
achieving these criteria.
Whilst Gary’s presentation was in full swing, the
Walpole Primary School students sat patiently
on the floor of the hut, waiting for their moment
to bring the story to life… You see, they had
been working on a top-secret project, painting
and sketching in the weeks leading up to the
event, to depict the story of the Valley of the
Giants in a colourful, vibrant way. The
children’s artworks were digitised and
incorporated into brand new interpretive signage
which was installed in the hut, waiting to be
unveiled on this very special day. Gary finished
by honouring the original project team and Dr
Syd Shea. Two students presented Syd with a
timber routed sign with the words ‘Syd’s Hut’
which was hung in place by TTW staff, and then
it was time for the big moment.
The year 6’s had prepared a wonderful poem
which they recited for the crowd, and then all of
the students of Walpole Primary School joined
in pulling down the curtain to reveal their
finished project, vibrant new interpretive
signage which will remain on display for many
years to come. Accompanying the signage is a
commemorative plaque which thanks the
Walpole Primary students and staff as well as
the members of the Walpole Nornalup and
District Historical Society who contributed to
the project.

face painting, arts and crafts, storytelling, landbased community artwork, Green Skills bin
fairies, Kurrah Mia cultural tour, Steiner and
Sprit of Play choirs, great food and coffee and
giant mascots all made the day truly memorable,
as well as all of the volunteers and community
members who put on their best displays for the
crowds. Parks and Wildlife Rangers, Primary
School P&C, Historic Society, St Johns ambos,
DBCA and local brigade fire crews and Walpole
Police all represented the community in a
fantastic way.
The Tree Top Walk opened to visitors on the 6th
of August 1996, and since then has showcased
our unique tingle forest to over 4 Million visitors
from all over the world. We hope that those
visitors have left with a fuller appreciation for
the natural environment. Happy Birthday Tree
Top Walk, here’s to another 25 years!
~Ryan Smith

The festivities continued throughout the day at
the Tree Top Walk. Live music by Dig the Dust,
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My Mum had a food stall and it
was my favourite food stall.
- Namphet

I liked walking in the
tree tops
- Claudia

I liked the food, I loved the
spring rolls and fried rice.
- Xyris

I liked Snuffy the Fire Truck.
Snuffy squirts water up into
high places

I liked the
Tree Top
Walk
- Mila

My favourite was the
food
- Jai
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